CHAPTER IV TWO MEN AND THEIR INFLUENCE
Jolm    Brown.   Fireside    Discussions,   Kunaway    Slaves.    Fred Douglas.   Eey. Asa Nlles.   A Runaway Trip to Boston,
TWO MEF entered into Eussell ConwelPs life in these formative days of boyhood who unconsciously had much to do with the course of his after life.
One was John Brown, that man "who would rush through fire though it burn, through water though it drown, to do the work which his soul knew that it must do." During his residence in Springfield, this man "possessed like Socrates with a genius that was too much for him" was a frequent visitor at the Oonwell home. Russell learned to know that face with "features chiselled, as it were, in granite," the large clear eyes that seemed fairly to change color with the intensity of his feelings when he spoke on the one subject that was the very heart of the man. Tall, straight, lithe, with hair brushed back from a high forehead, thick, full beard and a wonderful, penetrating voice whose tones once heard were never forgotten, his arrival was always received with shouts by the Oonwell bojys. Had he not lived in the West and fought real Indians.! What surer " open sesame " is there to a boy's heart, ? He was not so enrapt in his one great project, but that he could go out to the bam and pitch down hay from
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